by Paula Newcomer

Flow Blue is Blue?
Codebraring the *Blueberry Queen”

At this year’s Whitesbog Blueberry Festival on June
26", poet/educator Paula Newcomer conducted a
specinl children's workshop and tour with a talk about the
sights and sounds and smells of Elizebeth White's
childhood on her family's cranberry/ blueberry farm,

In the workshop, Ms, Newcomer talked about
Elizabeth's love of the natural world, how as a young girl
Miss Lizzie enjoyed accompanying her father on his trips
to the bogs, and how he taught her to stand with hor back
to the sun "and look in my own shadow to get the best
light in which to see and admire the developing buds and
berries.” Ms, Newcomer also explained how Elizabeth
and her father walked the sandy trails, looking for
blueberry bushes with good sized berries and found only a
few with “a most delicious flavor, peachy, father calls it”
and how the two decided that “unless we could have only
these best plants” they wouldn’t grow any at all. And how
Elizabeth, years later, reclaimed that dream of taming the
wild huckleberries found in the woods = eventually
creating the plump, juicy berries we know and love,
berries that are now sold all over the world,

Ms. Newcomer told the children how, as a young
girl, Lizzle loved listening to the calls of the male frogs in
the bogs fill the spring air, and how a nephew recalled that
his Aunt Elizabeth, even as a grownup, called him to
come over because “the spring peepers have smerged and
are calling,” The spring chorus of peepers continued to
tickle Ms. Lizzie's fancy, and her childiike wonder
remained,

After learning about Miss Lizzie's childhood and
dreams, the children picked blueberries from the field
beside Lizzie’s home, Suningive. Then the children were
encouraged by Ms. Newcomer to use “all their senses” as
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ghe guided them in writing a group poom. Upon
completion, the children were able to rend their newly-
created poem to Miss Lizzie's, interpreter and re-cnuctor,
Stephanie Schrader. The kids in the workshop were
surprised and thrilled when “Miss Lizzie™ stepped outside
from her Suningive home to meet them, Here she was ~ all
grown up and wearing her blueberry apronl They engerly
nsked Miss Lizzie more questions about the blucheny
farm where she toved playing and working outdoors.

Children’s Poetns for Elizabeth Coleman White,
“Blueberry Queen”

Blueberries Like the Night Sky

Miss Lizzie, you had a dream...

Thanks to you we have blueberries like the night sky.

Thanks to you we have blueberries sweet as icing.

On your farn we heard birds tweeting and wind in the
{reetops.

Thanks to yon we have blueberry pie, blueberry slushies,
pancakes, niuffins, cake, and blueberries picked right
off the bushes, the best!

Blueberries Like a Slice of Heaven

Miss Lizzie, you had a dream...

Thanks to you we have blueberries blue as the midnight
sky, like a slice of heaven, blueberries juicy, tart,
smelling like lemon or whipped topping, and for
cooking.

Thanks to you we have blueberries like an explogion of
sunshine in my mouth.

On your farm: we heard the crunch of pinecones under
our feet, we saw soaring birds.

Thanks to you we have blucbnrry pie, ice cream, tarts,
pancakes, muffins, blueberries on cereal, blueberry

bbler, blueberry slurpies, bl 1y juice, smoothics,

cider and bluebemes right off the bush! m

Historic Center for Cranberry Innovation

Trust Completes NJ Historic Trust Grant

On Outaber 14, Whitenbog Proscrvation Trust received
our fnal reimburgomont check on o S-year, $379,784
brleknnnd-miortar grant from the State of New Jersey, It
witg the largenst construction grant that the Trust has ever
recolved. ‘The Carden State Preservation grant was
sdministered by the Néw Jerscy Historic Trust, and
required that the Trust to undertake capital expenditures
on pre-approved projects for which matching 47.5%
reimbursements would be issued. The reimburgement
formudn monas that the Trust has expended spproximately
$837,000 over the past 10 years to qualify for the entirety
of the grant matching finds.

Since the koy 1o almost any building-preservation
project is to keep out wenther, the dominant facus of the
grnnt projccts were roofk, sulmg and gutters/downspouts

Another key to protecting the buildings from
adverse weather is good windows. New window frames
and historically accuratc wooden window sashes were
built for all four worker cottages, These windows, along
with the now roofs, are a striking improvement in the
“first view" for nll visitors to Whitesbog village. The
wront also enabled Whitesbog to outfit the 7 occupied
buildings, plus the Bamel Factory and the two small
houses ot the north cnd of the village, with historically
neeurnte wooden storm windows, All of these buildings
except the Inst two also received new wooden screens,

Otlier vitnl projects were also completed using
grant funding, The Power Hause, used as a small museum
by the Pinclends Antique Engine Club, had a complete
repolnting of interior and exterior brickwork. Several
depressions and root lifts on the brick sidewalks at
Suningive were removed and the walkways re-leveled,
The brickwork on the front porch of the Superintendent’s
house was also repaired, The temnant of the old firchouse
shed behind the water tower was rebuilt in its entirety.
[nside the Burrel Factory, the old dropped-ceiling was
removed and the newly-exposed vaulted ceiling and walls
were restored with the original homosote-type paneling.
The Barrel Factory is crucial space for the Trust’s public
programs and is also a classroom area for the PINES
program. A completely new heating system was installed
at the Boarding House in the larger unit, Reconstructions
of the Ice House and the Entomologist's garage, while not
funded by the grant, were alao completed.

At the same fime the Trust was working with the
NJHT grant, we also received a 2006 New Jersey Cultural
Trust Preservation Grant that funded a new roof, gutters,
and downsgpouts at Suningive. During this same period, a
grant from the 1772 Foundation provided funding to
completely rebuild the roof and interior of the cranberry
substation. The Trust now uses this for permanent
displeys on the history of cranberry rescarch at
Whitesbog,

All this activity has resulted in a dramatic

, the impressive list of lishments

mcluded 4 complclely new roofs and 3 sescaled roofs,
Care was taken to install now roofs that matched the
standing-scam appearance of traditional Whitesbog raofs,
The resenling presorved and waterproofed the original
roofs,

Using grant funds, the Trust also | new

imp! t in the appearance of the village. It has been
a huge step forward in our efforts to preserve the many
structures in Whitesbog, The challenge for the immediate
future is to secure funding so we can rehabilitate the
interiors of the two currently unoccupicd (and vnusable)
woxkur cottuges to increaso our usable spaco for historic

cedar shingle siding on 8 bulldmgs lhroughout the vittage.
New gutters and d , done in galvanized motal to
mimic early 20" century construction, were instailed on 9
buildings, The installation of gutters snd downspouts
helps to keep heavy rain from “sheeting” down of¥ roofs
direetly on to the shingle siding, This will help extend the
life of the cedar shingles and help presorve the structural
integrity of the buildings.

protation and also to complete the restoration of the
housing unit in the other half of the Old General Store so
we may begin to generate rental income from that unit,
Hopefully, these goals will be met in the near future so we
may continue our mission to restore and interpret the story
of Whitesbog end its critical role in the history of
biueberry and cranberry agricultuce in the United States. m

- John Joyce - Bulldings Committece Chalr
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